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A DISCOURSE: 
BY T. FISK. 
“‘ But it displeased Jonah excecdingly and he 


was very angry.” —Jonah, iv. 1. 





In the chapters preceding the one from which 
our text is selected, we have an account of the 
mission of the prophet Jonah to the Ninevites. 
“The word of the Lord came unto Jonab, 
saying, arise go to Nineveh that great city, and 
cry against it; for their wickedness is come up 
before me.” But Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. But 
the-Lord baffled his designs—there arose a 
great wiud, and there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that they who were on board ex- 
pected shortly to perish. ‘They cast lots, that 
they might know for whose cause, this evil 
came upon them; and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
The result was, as you well recollect that Jonah 
was cast into the sea, and the sea ceased her 
raging. But the Lord preserved him from 
death, and delivered him from He tt into which 

he was cast, by reason of his disobedience. 
He cried unto the Lord, and he heard him, and 
bro’t him to a place of safety. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him 
the second time, saying, * arise go unto Nine- 
veh, that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee. Now, Nineveh was 
an exceeding great city of three days journey. 
And Jonah began to enter into the city a days 
journey, and he cried, and said, yet forty days 
and Nireveh shall he overthrown.” His preach- 
ing had the desired effect. ‘The people believ- 
ed God and proclaimed a fast, and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest even unto the least 
ofthem. And the king and his nobles decreed, 
saying, “ Let neither man nor beast, herd or 
flock, taste any thing; let them not feed, nor 
drink water, But let man and beast, be cov- 
ered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God; 
yea let them turn every one from his evil way 
and from the violence that is in their hands. 
Who can tell if God will turn and-repent and 
turn away fromhis fizrce anger that we perish 





not. And God saw their works that they turn- 
ed from their evil way; and God repented of 
the evil that he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he diditnot. “But it displeased Jo- 
nah exceediugly and he was very angry.” 
What had taken place to displease the prophet 
of the Lord—what could thus displease him and 
make him so very angry! Had he spent his 
days in prayers, and his nights in tears, crying 
mightily to God that he would have mercy up- 
on the Ninevites, and spare them notwithstand- 
ing their iniquities—and had God refused to 
hear him? No, He tells God “ this was my 
saying when I was yet in my country; there 
fore I fled before thee into Tarshish; for J 
knew that thou art a gracious God, and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great kindness. There 

fore nov, O Lord, take 1 beseech thee my life 
from me 3; for it is better to die than to live.” 
There is one commendable trait displayed in 
the character of Jonah, from beginning to end 
—tbat is, sincerity. Notwithstanding all his 
perverseness and stubbornness—yet he adds 
not to his other crimes that of hypocrisy. He 
openly tells his maker, that he knew this would 
be the case—he knew that he would spare 
Nineveh, while he was in his own country; 
this was his saying there. Now, he had been 
preaching death, to the Ninevites, as a prophet 
of God, and after all they are spared. Un- 
doubtedly be felt his pride wounded, very sen- 
sibly—his fame as a true prophet would now 
be lost. He had labored among them, preach- 
ing the doctrine of destruction and despair, and 
telling that this was the mind and will of God 
respecting them, that they should be utterly 
destroyed—he had preached this doctrine so 
long, and had been so very positive in affirming 
it to be the word of the Lord, that he began to 
wish it might prove as he had told them, In- 
deed he would much rather this had been the 
case, than otherwise—for had the Ninevites 
been destroyed according to his prediction, it 
would have prevented his being chagrined and 
mortified in this manner, He could calmly 
view their destruction without heaving a sigh— 
be could see the billows of desolation roll over 
them, without breathing a prayer to God to a- 
vert their calamities—he could view thair city 
wrapt in flames—their streets filled with the 
dead and the dying—he could hear the shout 
of the warrior, and the cry of the vanquished, 
unmoved, But the thoughts that after after all 
his missionary labors among them—his trials 
and troubles—perils and danger—after all this, 
the Lord was going to have mercy on them 
and save them. This was tee much—and he 
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says that it is better for him to die, than to live ; 


ard he asks the Lord to take his life from him. | 


If the Ninevites, that wicked people were 
spared, he did not wish to hve any Jonger. He 
had told them they should most certainly be 


es 


done sinners? Are we not called upon, by 
every expression that can possibly be used, to 
contribute so to save the poor Heathen 


‘from Eternal misery ¢ Tell them that God cap, 


and will save the souls of all mankind Without 


destroyed. and it displeased him exceedingly | our assistance, and would you not sufler excom. 
when he found that the Lord had hearkened munication? would you not be calleda heretic 
unto their prayer, and had mercy on them. | —a blasphemer—a person of no religion? Do 

And he went out of the city and made a| we not every sabbath hear the professed minis. 
hooth, that he might see what would become of | ters of Christ, crying mightily to God—be. 
the city. And the Lord caused a Gourd to | seeching him, that he would be merciful to poor 
spring up over his head ; and he was exceed- | sinners—that he would bring all mankind out 
ing glad because of the Gourd. But the poor | of darkness into light—from the power: of 8. 
man’s patience was about to be tried again. | tan, unto God—that he would in much merey 
The Lord destroyed his Gourd which he had | save all men? Tell this same disciple of Jesns 
found so pleasant—and the sun beat upon his | that his prayers will be answered—that God js 
bead, and he wished himself to die; and said | perfectly willing to grant his requests and will 
“ it is better for me to die than to live.” And | most certainly save ail that he prays for—and 
God said unto him, “ Doest thou well to be} would you not displease him exceedingly ? tefl 
angry for tne Gourd ?” And he said, “ Z do | him that God will hear his prayers, and will cer. 
WELL to be angry—EVEN UNTO DEATH!” | tainly perform all that he desires, and more 
Now mark the answer of the Lord— Thou | than he can ask, or even think—and would henot 
hast had pity on the Gourd, for which thou | be very angry? would you not have every op. 
hast not labored, neither madest it to grow ; | probious epithet heaped upon you, that couldbe 
which cume up in a night and perished in a|invented ? Now, how a man of God, can stand 
night—and should I not spare Nineveh, that | up in the Temple dedicated tu Jehovah, before 
great city, wherein are more than siz score | the congregation and devoutly pray, that God, 
thousand persons that cannot discern between | would be merciful to the whole human family, 
their right band and their left hand; and also | when at the same time, he believes that God 
much caitle? will not grant his request—how he can do this, 

How exceedingly depraved his heart must | and escape the imputation of hypocrisy, is to 
have been! For the loss of a transient gourd, | our weak mind “a mystery.” 

What should we think of Jonah if he had 
spent days and weeks in prayer to God, that he 
would spare that great people, and when he 
found his requests would be granted he had been 
so very angry and displeased— would not such 
conduct as this have appeared infinitely worse 
than it now does? Most certainly ; whatever 
guilt may be chargeable to the prophet for his 
stubbornness and rebellious disposition, yet he 
adds not that of dissimulation ;. he exhibited 
open perverseness, but he manifested nothing 
like hypocrisy. . He was open and sincere ; he 
told the Almighty that he knew he would save 
the Ninevites for he was merciful, slow to an- 
ger, and of great kindness, He did not ask 
the Lord to take his life from him, because his 
requests fhat they might be shared, had notbcen 
granted; neither was this the cause of his dis- 
pleasure. No, he had been preaching the doc- 
trine of destruction to them—and rather than 
have his preaching prove false, he would most 
willingly have witnessed the desolation of the 
world. And now that his preaching had not 
proved true, and God was not to destroy them 
according to his predictions; it displeased him 
exceedingly ; and he said, it is better for me 
to die than to live. If the doctrine of con- 
demnation was a false doctrine, he besougbt 
the Lord to take his life from him! Here was 
sincerity ; he did not all along hope and pray, : 
sigh and groan over the poor wicked and un- 
done Nineyies ; he did not compass sea and 
land to prseiyte them to his faith—he did not 
send missionaries to convert them, and then 


which sprung up, and withered in a_nighi, he 
could wish himself to die ! and could say to his 
M:ker, that it was much for the best that he 
should die—that he did well to be angry ever 


unto death, Yet for the great city Nineveh, 
whose population was so immense, and many 
who knew not the one end from the other he 
fel: not the least sympathy ; but was as angry 
because they were spared, as he was when his 
gourd was destroyed. He could have seen the 
angel of desclation mark that city as his prey 
without the least commiseration—but because 
his gourd was destroyed which he never toiled 
for, he could say, J do well tv be angry even 
unto death. 

Christian friends, do we see any instances of 
such base degeneracy, at the presentday ? Do 
we sce any whe are so vile at heart, as was 
Jonab? Let us lock abroad upon our world 
with candor and impartiality, and ascertain the 
fact, whether the evr! spirit which possessed 
Jonah, is ye: cast out and annihilated 1 We hope 
hot to wound the feelings of any of our breth- 
ren. who honestly differ from us—we would pot 
willingly do this ; we wish to be candid, but we 
must declare the truth. My brethren and 
friends, do we not see prayer meetings* after 
prayer meetings, conferences and concerts— 
groans, sighs and tears—supplicating the Al- 
mighty that he would save lost, ruined and un- 


* We would by no means be urderstood (o «peak 
disrespectfuily of christian meetings; bat of the in- 
copusieLes of sume who attend them. 
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‘fter all this, when he found God would in 
merey spare them, burst into such a rage and 
say, that it was best for him to die | Nothing 
like this, he says openly, that, this was his say- 
ing in his owe country that God would spare 
them—and now he was a going to! ! 

He had preached the wrath of God, and the 
vengeance vf God, knowing at the same time, 
that he was very merciful, slow to anger, 
of great kindness, and now the people would 
soon find that his doctrine was false ; they 
would soon form just notions respecting the 
character of God, and then his popularity as a 
preacher would be ruincd—his pride could 
not endure this and he had rather die ! 

Do we see any. such perverseness of spirit at 
the present day? Do we ever hear people 
preaching the endless wrath of the Almighty, 
when at the same time they know that he is 
slow to anger and of great goodness—that his 
mercy endureth forever, end his loving kindness 
to al) generations Do we not see missionary 
societies—tract societies, cent, charitable and 
nameless other societies, “ Got up” to convert 
the heathen—and are not the most powerful 
appeals made to our better feelings for assist- 
ance in the great work of saivation? Tellthem 
that God has given the heathen to his Son for 
an inheritance, and the uttermost part of the 
earth for his possession, TuaT ALL FLESH 


SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF Gop—and that 
aun shall come to the knowledge of the truth | 
and be saved, according to the will of God— 


and what is the effect ? Tell them that God is 
reconciling the world to himself not imputing 
to them their tresspasses, and it displeases them 
exceedingly ! 

Christian brethren why are these things so ! 
Why will you manifest such a disposition ; why 
do you despise your brother and set at nought 
your brether, merely because he believes your 
prayers will be answered! Do we judge you 
tod harshly, when we say, this looks like hy- 

ocrisy ? Can it be possible that you bow be- 
re the throne of the Eternal,devoutly beseech- 


and | 


all this, when bis request was granted, and his 
brotherhad come home, he should have manifes- 
ted such anger and wrath as not even go into the 
. house-—what should we think of such like con- 
duct ? But God be thanked, we may search the 
scriptures from beginning to end, we may ex- 
amine the dark catalogue of degenerate and 
| corrupt men, and we find none that are so de- 
praved ! we find open stubbornness and wick- 
edness: but we do not find men fasting and 
praying,and covering themselves with sackcloth 
in order to avert some awfnl calamity,and when 
the danger is past, burst into a rage because the 
storm had passed by—no, it was reserved for 
our day and generation to witness such * * * 

The laborers murmured, because those that 
came at the eleventh hour, received as much 
as they who had borne the burden and heat of 
the day. But suppose these laborers had been 
pleading, and interceding with the Lord of 
the vineyard, that he would have mercy on these 
poor men who were loitering in the market 
place destitute of employment--~suppose he had 
granted their request, and had sent them into 
his vineyard; now those who came at the 
eleventh hour, iffthey received their proportion 
of wages, would have next to nothing. ‘The 
others aware of this, again intercede with the 
owner, saying, “these men can have but little 
to take home to their families, their proportion 


| it being but one bour that they have labored, 


will be of but little consequence to their starv- 
ing families, let them share equally with us.” 
Now how would their conduct appear, if after 
|all this, they had been angry and murmured 
against the good man of the house; would not 
.this have been adding sin to sin, ten fold? But 





nothing of this kind appears against them. But 
| how is it atthe present day, do we hear any mur- 
, Murs against the Lord of the vineyard? How 
is the fact-~do we not sometimes hear people 
saying,“ we have borne the burden and heat 





of the day---we have spent muca time in pray- 
er, and great sums of money, to save poor wick- 
/ed man from his evil ways. Wehave cried 


ing him to save all mankind, when atthe same | mightilyunto Gad day and night, to be gracious, 
time you do not believe that he intends to save | and save all mapkind—and now he is going to. 


only a small part? Is not this solemn mockery ? 


; We have been at all this trouble—we haye la- 


Do you pray from the heart? Do you really | bored long in the vineyard ot’ the Lortl-~and 
sincerely wish that all men might be saved ?— | now these poor wicked people, for whose wel- 


Then why are you so angry when the Eternal 


| fare we have beenso soliciious, are to receive as 


God tells you'they smAuu Be! Does this look like | MucH As We-—and perbaps ge their wages first. 
sincerity ? If you are sincere in your benevo-| Jt is better for us to die and not live---it dis- 
lent desires, why do we hear cf backbiting, slan- | pleased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 


der, and ExcommunicaTton ! Is this spirit of 
love and good will? Brethren if there be any 
virtue, if there be any praise, THINK OF THESE 
PHINGS, 

Now in the case of the prodigal son, if the 
elder brother had attended concerts and prayer 
meetings, and day afier day, week after week, 
had been continually interceding with his Fath- 
er that he would bave compassion on his poor 
proffligate, sinful brother, beggiug and beseech- 
ing that he would send for him, and save him 
from ruin—what would be our surprise if after 





angry |! 

Ii is said “ the Lord repented of the evil and 
did it not.” We read in the old Testement 
many passages where it is said that God was an- 
gry-—that he repented, &e. &c. Great care 
must be taken how we interpret these passages ; 
they are highly figurative expressions, and 
should never be interpreted literally. Tlie 
scriptures are wrote in language to suit the 
weakest capacity, aud arewrote according to our 
coneeption of things. There was no change 
in God, the change wasin the Ninevites-——He - 
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is the same yesterd +: to day and forever-—-He | 
is God and changes not- without variableness | 
or shadow of turning. Gud can never be in- | 
fluenced or moved, by the actions of men-—He : 
has so constituted us that vice enfeebles and 

enervates the body, and corrodes the mind ; and | 
will finally bring upon its votarios utter ruin and | 
disgrace. The Ninevites had become corrupt! 
-a!l wasdisorder madne-s and confusion---they 
were probably weak and enfeebled by reason 
of intemperance and dissipation ; this would 
shortly overthrow the city and bring upon it 
swift destruction. Now it would not seem to 
require a miracle to overthrow that great city, 
when their evil courses and abominations, would 
do this effectually ; for by their wickedness 
and sloth they would b: come enfeebled aad so 
fall an easy prey to thase enemies who might 
choose to make an attack upon them. But if; 
they repeated, or in other words reformed, they 
would become united and powertul, and so es- 
cape the evils that would otherwise come upon 
them, as the natural consequences of their evil 
habits. This is undoubtedly what is meant by 
the expression “ the Lord repented of the evil 
and he did it not.” ‘Their own iniquites would 
have destroyed them had they persisted in them 
not the wrath and vengeance of God; for the 
God of Heaven never yet knew anger hatred, 
or vengeance. Though the deities of this world 
which some worship are full of vengeance and 
wrath, yet this character does not belong to the 
ONE ONLY LIVING AND TRUE GOD, 

In conclusion, let us strive to walk worthy of 
the high vocation wherewith we are called-let 
us act consistently without our profession—-let 
us not be displeased, or angry, when we are 
told that God cAN and WILL PERFORM, whatso- 
ever he may have promised ! Letus never give 
way to gloomy apprehensions, which weaken 
our hands and discourage our hearts ; for we 





are in the hands of a Father who hath said he 
wiil NEVER leave nor forsake us—-but will ac- 
cordiug to his glorious promise, receive us and 
all mankind, into those new cloudless heavens | 
where the thunder never rolls, to praise his | 
name, world without end ! 


Effect of Religion, Scepticism and Infidelity, | 
Feebleness of mind is a reproach frequently | 
thrown, not only upon snch as have a sense of 
religion, but upon all who possess warm, open 
cheerful tempers, and hearts peculiarly dispus- | 
ed to love and friendship, Butthe reproach is | 
ill founded, Strength ofmind does not consist 
in a peevish temper, in a bard and inflexible 
heart, and in bidding defiance to God Almigh- 
ty + it consists in an active, resolute spirit; in | 
a spirit that enables a man to act his part in the | 


sour the temper and contract the heart. The 
highest religious spirit, and veneration for Pro. 
vidence, breathes in the writings of the ancien, 
stoics , a sect distinguished for producing the 
most active, intrepid, virtuous men, that ever 
did honor to human nature. 

Can it be pretended, that atheism or aniver. 
sal scepticism have any tendency to form such 
characters? Dothey tend to inspire that mag, 
nanimity and elevation of mind, that superi- 
ity to selfish and sensual gratifications, tha 
contempt of danger and of death, when the 
cause of virtue, of liberty, or their country, re. 
quire it, which distinguish the characters of pa- 
triots and herves! Oris their influence more 
favurable on the humbler and gentier virtues 
of private and domestic life? Do they soften 
the heart, and render it more delicately sensi. 
ble of the thousand nameless duties and endear. 
ments of a husband, a father or a friend? Do 
they produce that habitual serenity and cheer. 
fulness of temper, that gaiety of heart, which 
makes a man beloved as a companion ? Or do 
they dilate the heart with the liberal and gen- 
erous sentiments, and that love of human kind, 
which would render him revered and_ blessed 
as the patron of depressed merit, the friend of 
the widow and orphan, the refage and support 
of the poor and the unhappy ? 

The general opinion of mankind, that there 
is a strong connexion between the religious 
dispositicn «nd a feeling heart, appears from 
the universal dislike which all men have to in- 
fidelity in the fair sex. We not only look on 
it as removing the principal security we have 
for their virtue, but as the strongest proof of 
their want of that softness and delicate sensi- 
bility of heart, which peculiarly endears them 
to us, than any quality they can possess, 

There are, indeed, some men who can pre- 
suade themselves, that there is no supreme in- 
telligence who directs the course of nature; 
who can see those they have been connected 
with by the strongest bonds of nature and friend- 
ship gradually disappearing ; who are persua- 
ded, that this separation is final and eternal ; 
and we expect, that they themselves shall soon 
sink dowa afier them into nothing; and yet 
such men appear easy and contented. But to 
a sensible heart, and particularly to a heart 
softened by past endearments of love or friend- 
ship, such opinions are attended with gloom in- 
expressible ; they strike a damp into all the 
pleasures and enjoyments of life, and cut off 
those prospects which alone can comfurt the 
soul under certain distresses, where all other 
aid is feeble and ineffectual, 


Scepticism, or suspense of judgement, as to 


world with propriety ; and to bear ihe misfor- the truth of the great articles of religion, is at- 


tunes of life with uniform fortitude and dignity. tended with the same fatal effects. | Where- 
This is a stcength of mind, which neither athe- ver the affections are deeply interested a state 
ism nor universal scepticism will ever be able of suspense is more intolerable, and more dis- 
to inspire. Onthe contrary, their tendencv ‘~~ .ing to the mind, than the sad assurance of 
will ve fouud to chill all the powers of imagi: evil which is the most dreaded. 

tion ; to depress spirit as well as geniu« Gregary. 
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PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD 








I 


The absence of the Editor will, we hope, be a suf. 
ficient apology for any errors that may be discover- 
ed, in our paper of this week. 








RESIST THE DEVIL. 
-* Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you”— 
St. James. 

This is a being of whom we hear much saidat the 

present day; we hear those who profess to believe, 
that, God alone is an Infinite Being—tbat He alone 
fills all space—telling us of the wondrous power, of 
the arch-enemy of souls! We have been told, and 
that too from the sacred desk, ‘¢ that with one flap of 
bis wifig, he could shatter the universe”! ! How well 
it becomes those, who are set as watchmen in Israel, 
and whose hips onght to breath forth words of peace 
and truth—thus to utter such like expressions, is not 
formetosay. How well it becomes apy one, to 
ascribe that power which belongs to God alone, toa 
created being—you can judge. I will not spend my 
{ime, nor impose so much upon your good sense, as 
to attempt to prove that no such created being ex- 
ists in the uviverse of God—saving and excepting, 
in the imagivation of man! 

But grantiug there may be such a created, person- 
albeing—and that he does possess that Almizhty 
power which has been ascribed tohim—allowing this 
to be a fact, that be does possess all the attributes, and 
perfections which some have supposed—admitting 
all this to be gospel truth, I would ask, does he act 
contrary to the will of God ? Does not God work all 
things after the counsel of his own will? If it is 
true, as some good people have supposed, that God 
did from before the foundation of the world, elect, 
some to eternal life—and reprobate the remainder to 
endless misery, 1 ask is not this devil indispensahly 
uecessary in order to complete his design? I ask, 
could this plan have been carried into effect without 
bim ? All must answer—no, hell would be no place 
of torment, were it not Sor the devil !—well—ihen 
the case stands thus—God made from the be- 
ginning, a certain precious, elect few for himself, and 
all the rest he made cn purpose for the devils sole 
use and behoof forever! That the devil bas them 
signed and sealed—and will be delivered in due 
form, in presence of God and his angels at 
the last day!!! Now, let meask, why are we 
commanded to resist the devil—do we expect to al- 
ter God's decree, and escape his fangs? Is he not in 
fact carrying on the work, which God has given him 
todo? Islie pot fulfilling the Eternal decree of Je- 
hovah ? Now if we resist him under these circum- 
stances, we resist the Almighty ! For the devil acts 
according to the purpose of Him, who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will! There- 
‘ore good christian peuple who believe this mazy 
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labyrinth of error, ought always, when they pray 
at all, to pray thus, “* Thy will be done in the king- 
dom of darkuess, as it is done in the Paradise of 
God ! That those may be added to the devil daily of 
such as are to be lost—that this faithful servant may 
of all thou hast given him, lose none—but torment 
them according to his own good pleasure thro’ a 
ceaseless cternity”! Are not those who believe this 
doctrine, under as strong obligations, to pray for the 
success of Satan and his kingdom, as they are to 
pray forthe success o. the Saviour’s? Ought they not 
to say, ‘* bless thine own elect with all spiritaal bless- 
ings—upon the rest peur out thine anger, and deliver 
them to him ; to whom they belong !” 

Resist the Devil is tbe command; and now how 
shall we contend in such an unequal conflict ! How 
shall we contend against this all powerful enemy» 
who lays all his plans in thick impenetrable darkness 
conceals them from every eye,until completely matur~ 
ed and ripe for execution--then upon the weakest part 
makes his attack ! Would not the command of a gen- 
eral to his army, tbat they sbould jesist the attacks 
of an enemy, that they could neither sce, hear, or 
feel, be deemed an arbitrary one ? No one ever saw 
the devil, or can see him—be may plrt as many con- 
spiracies against our peace as he will, and we can 
know nothing about them—and yet we are called 
upon to resist this all powerful, Almighty—and ever 
dreaded being! 

My brethren, God be praised, we have no such 
created, personal enemy to encounter ; forthis bless 
ed reason, because the God of Light and Love never 
made a Demon! This idea of a devil, with one foot 
like a man, the otber like a beast, who roams abroad 
over the fair creation of the Eternal, despoilng it 
of its brightest blossoms—who, tho’ contined tp hell, 
isin Europe, Asia, Africa and America, at one and 
the same time—this idea isa mere figment of fancy 
—found only in the glowing imagination of a poet's 
brain ! 

St. James tells us whoit is, and what it is, that 
tempts men to sin. He says “*a man is tempted,— 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” 
—This is the devil we are called upon to resist, our 
own appetites; which tho’ they were given tows to 
administer to our happiness, when properly regulated 
and kept in subjection, yet when we give up the 
reins of goveroment to their control, will plunge us 
into the lowest bell! This isthe adversary with 
whom we have to contend, ever the carnal mind— 
and we know allabout this enemy, with whom we 
have to deal—we know all his plans—all bis plots—. 
ali his conspitacies—for they are laid in owr own bo« 
soma! ! 

He 1s a deceitful enemy—elways flattering us with 
the bright prospect of happiness and joy—if we will 
but follow him, he will lead us to fountains of bliss ; 
but let hin: be asked, ifhe bas not deceived us times 
without number—and whether be is any better situ- 
ation to fulfil bis engagements now, than he was last 
week, or last year—ask him such questions as (here, 
show him a glimpse of such reasoning, and be vanish- 





es in an instant. 
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There area great many devils, with whom we 
have to encounter—a legion of them—and we must 
resist them, or they will lead us Captive at their will. 
: There isa lying devil—who always was aliar from 
the very beginning —and very many are tempted with 
such a spirit at the present day! Let those who are 


tempted and tormented by this evil spirit, stop and | 


seriously inquire, what doth all this profitme? Have 
all the falsehoods | have heretofere told, been of any 
advantage tome? Tho’ this devil has flattered me 
with the hopes of profit and emolument, have I not 
found the melancholy reverse, has been the conse- 
quence of this evil course in which I have proceeded ? 
amInot shunned and despised by al! mankind? Now let 
sny one tempted in this manner seriously reflect up- 
on their course, and reason with this devil, and he is 
gone in a moment! If he does possess Power, he has 
fo courage—show him the light of reason and he is 
confounded ! This is the way to resist the host of e- 
rilspirits, which are walking to and fro up and down 
in the earth. Preach reason to them—point out to 
them the evils to which their vicious dispositions 
and inclinations will lead us, and they will flee from 
you. 

Let the thief ask himself, what am I doing! AmI 
not in the broad road of shame and disgrace? Let 
ihe evil spirit of intemperance be reasoned with in 
the same way. Let him be asked what will be the 
result of these evil practices? Why, by and by I 
shall be reeling and staggering in the streets—a few 
short days, and I shall have brought ruin, misery and 
disgrace upon myself and innocent family—and shal} 


I continue in this highway of destruction and de- 


spair? Use REASON in all cases—it is a shield and 
buckler, and an effectual one too, one that will resist 
all the allied forces of sinand death! My brethren 
thisis a glorious warfare, and may God teach our 
hands to the war and our fingers to fight. TT. F. 


THE FREE MEETINGS ADVOCATE, 

The above is the title of a religious paper 
published at Auburn in this state, by Mr. W. 
Andrews. As its title imports it is designed to 
defend the institution of free meetings, and in- 
culcate the necessity of having every man his 
own Priest. 

We bave perused with some attention the 
numbers of the work as they have been receiv- 


he would see hard times while spending hig 
| time in writing for it and promoting its Circyla- 
‘tion, Butstrange as it may appear, our friend 
| Andrews begins already to assail his friends 
‘without mercy; and we find that unless we 
i will be “free” on his principles we shall got 
be free at all! With all imaginable assurance 
he lays down the rules by which we may by 
come free, and raises his cudgel to beat out 
our brains, if we do not comply with his own 
commands! 

This man contends for the propriety of hay. 
ing free meetings instituted among us, and his 
object is to convince the public of the utility of 
such meetings. We readily agree with him in 
the opinion that “free meetings” are highly 
proper and beneficial. But may we not in. 
quire what free meeting are? The answer will 
be, that free meetings are associations of rel. 
gious persons on proper occasions, when each 
one is at perfect liberty to worship God accor. 
ding to the dictates of his own concience. If 
this be the proper definition of the words, we 
are in favor of such meetings altogether. We 
hold up both hands to have such meetings in- 
stituted in every place where two or three cap 
be gathered together in the name of the Lord, 
But, look ye, reader ;—what kind of freedom 
is that which compels a man to go to a meeting, 
contrary to his inclination and listen to the in- 
struction of those who neither devote their 
time to suitable reflection or to useful studies? 
Are we to be free according to the arbstrary 
rules of Mr. A. and be assailed without mercy 
for want of obedience? As Mr. A.seems tobe 
opposed to devoting his time, to learned pre- 

rations, we venture one piece of advice— 

t him be content with the freedom which is 
within his own reach, and cherish a little char- 
ity for others. 

The above thoughts were suggested by read- 
ing an article in the 7th number of the Free 
Meetings Advocate, entitled Universalists, in 
which the writer betrays much ignorance of 
our order, and its condition. We pass over 
many erroneous statements cmnteinal in the ar- 
ticle, and shall notice but a few of its many er 
rors. He remarks, “ It also appears from the 
Circular letter,” [the letter written by our ven; 





ed, and oftentimes with considerable satisfac ; 
tion. Avd indeed we had come to the con-| 
clusion, that the editor OF the Free Meetings | 
Advocate was so doughty a champion for free- 
dom in the most extensive sense of the word, 
that we should bid him “ God speed” in due | 
time, and add not another word lest we should 
be guilty of abridging his liberty or the “ free- | 
dom” of his supporters. Ip a word, we have 
been, and still continue to be, in no degree 
hostile to the course pursued by our brother 
Andrews ; but on the contrary have been as 
willing to have him publish his paper, and ob- 
tain a good support for it, as we are to receive 
the like for oar own, Indeed the thought has 
obtruded itself upon us that unless his friends 
paid him promptly and liberally for 


his paper, | salists throughout our country. Who tol 


erable brother Stacy and published in the Gos- 
pel Advocate of Nov. 3,] * that a committet 
of money hunters were appointed for the en- 
suing year; called a visitorial committee,’ 
and the letter saith, “ one great object of this 
measure is, to see if some means cannot be a- 


'dopted, [Money obtained,] whereby destitute 


societies and neighborhoods may be accomoda- 
ted with preaching at regular and stated sea. 


' sons.” 


Now without hesitation we pronounce the @- 
bove representation of Mr. Andrews a palpa- 
ble error. He has ia a mean, contemptible 
manner added the words in bracketts, which the 
letter does not authorise, and which are con 


demoed by the well known practice of — 
i 











GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








expounder of mysteries that the CENTRAL As- 
soctaTi0n had appointed a “* committee of mon- 
ey-hunters” to see if some measures could not 
be adopted to obtain a from the pockets 
of our brethren? Who told him that the pri- 
mary object of the association was to devise 
meaps to get money, as he has insinuated ?— 
Who told this man of the free meetings advo- 
cate, that any thing move was asked than mere- 
ly a subsistence for those'who should itinerate 
in places destitute of kuowledge ? Or how did 
the’ wise editor happen to koow so much more 
than any one else? Thou hast for once Mr. 
Editor fought “a man of straw,” and doubtless 
the victory is thine, 

Mr. Andrews will be so kind as to take no 
offence at our plainvess of speech, for we are 
not friends to extravagant salaries or priestly 
domination. The truth is, there is a medium 
between the two extremes which we desire to 
recommend to our fellow beings. While on 
the one hand we deprecate he desire for “ fat 
salaries” which is often apparent in preachers 
of the gospel, we would on the other avoid an 
overweening attachment to a:course of conduct 
which must necessarily bring into disrespect the 
very cause it is designed to uphold, To sup- 
pose that ignorance is a concomitant of religion 
is absurd, and we would no sooner discard a 
respectable ministry for the crime of devoting 





their time and talents to the work, than we 
would applaud «he braying of Baalam’s beast | 
because he had not studied grammar or logic! 


To those who 5 to giving a reasonable 
support to such as labour among them in word 


and doctrine, we have but one word to say.— | 
Since they urge it as an objection against pay- | 
ing any thing for the support of ministers, that | 


the affections,as the Father of the universe, 
and the Author of all felicity? Unmoved by 
veneration, can you coptemplate the grandeur 
and majesty which his works every where dix 
play? Untouched by gratitude, can you view 
the profusion of good, which, ia this pleasing 
season of life, his beneficent hand pours around 
you ? Happy in the !ove and affection of those 
with whom you are connected, look up to the 
Supreme Being, as the inspirer of all the friond- 
ship which has ever been shown vou by others; 
himself your best and your first friend ; former 
ly the supporter of your infancy, and the guide 
of your childhood; now the guardian of your 
— and the <= of your coming years.— 

iew religious homage asa natural expres- 
sion of gratitude to him for all his goodness.— 
Consider it as the service of the God of your 
fathers ; of him to whom your parents devoted 
you ; of him whom in former ages your ances- 
tors honored; and by whom they are now re- 
warded and blessed in heaven. , Connected 
with so many tender sensibilities of soul, let 
religion be with you, not the cold and barren 
offspring of speculation, but tre warm vigorous 
dictates of the heart. 

Blair 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 

The education of all youth shonld be strictly 
a religious education, I do not mean by this, 
that children should be bound down to the rea- 
ding of the bible, chapter by chapter, and the 
regular rehearsal of a catechism,and the me- 
chanical repetition of a few hymns ; and that it 
then should be taken for granted, that their re- 
ligious education is complete: I would reach 
after something far more definite, solid, and 


the primitive apostles received no such com- | practical, I would insist that they should be 


pensation, let them divide their substance with 
one another and have all things common, as 


made to understand the laws of God, and to sec 
| and feel their application to their’ own bosom 


did the ancient christians, and then preachers and their own daily conduct ; that they should 
will uo longer demand any compensation for be well grounded in all their personal and rela- 


their labors. 


Men in ancient times devoted | tive duties, by those who are well qualified to 


their every moment to the cause of Christ, and | instruct them : that each individual should be 


were sustained by their brethren ;—let the same 
be done among us, until that happy time shall 
come when it shall be no longer necessary to 
to say, know the Lord, for all shall know him 
from the leas: to the greatest. — Editor. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


{ 
Piety to God the foundation of good morals. 
What I first recommend is piety to God.— 
With this I begin, both as the foundation of 
good morals and as a disposition particularly 
graceful and becoming in youth. Tobe void 
of it, argues a cold heart, destitute of the best 
affections which belong to that age. Youth is 
the season for warm generous emotions. The 
heart should then spontaneously rise into the 
admiration of what is great ;_ glow with the love 
of what is fair and excellent ; and melt at the 
discovery of tendernes and goodness.. Where 
can any object be found, so proper to kindle 








| enabled to form for himself a set of clear and 
| immoveable principles, from which should per- 
| petually spring up the practice of honesty, so- 
briety, industry, humility, benevolence, and all 
the consenting virtues, 

I would repeat that a mere lip religion will 
not do, will notanswer thepurpose. Religion 
must bear down, as it were, with a nicely ad- 
justed pressure, on all human actions and e- 
vents ; it must be woven in through the whole 
texture of life and conversation, or itisa usee 
less thing. When properly inculcated, how- 
ever, itisthe very first and most imvortant 
thing, aud vothing else is valuable with out it. 

Let, then, religion be the primary object in 
the education of the young. Let it mingle na- 
turally, easily, and gracefully in all their pur- 
suits and acquirements. Let it be rendered in- 
telligible, attractive and practical, Let it win 
their affections, command their reverence, and 
insure their obedience.——Greenwood. 
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The Devil.—In all ages the Devil has _ren- 
dered great services to the learned, for whom 
he always evinced particular regard. Scaliger 
was said to have entered into a compact with 
him. Socrates, Apuleus, Agrippa, Cardan, 
Caglistro, are reported to have had familliars 
who inspired them with knowledge. Roger 
Bacon was imprisoned because t he Devil taught 
him mathematics. The Knights Templars, 
and Joan of Arc were accused of holding com- 
munication with demons. Our Ancestors, had 
so mean an opinion of the human mind, 
that they deemed it incapable of produciug any 
thing without the aid of the devil. John Danse 
one of the inventors of printing, was suspected 
for holding open communication with the 
prince ofdarkness. In Switzerland the com- 
mon people entertained so high a notion of 
his talents, that they attribute to him the con- 
struction of several masterpieces of architecture. 
Denis le Chartreux says that the devil is a 
great geometrician ; Milton asserts that he ex- 
cels in the building of bridges ; and Tertullian 
informs us that the devil is so good a natural 
philosopher, that be can carry a sieve full of wa- 
ter without spilling a drop. 

Solid Comfort.—May be copiously derived 
from the following sources : a quiet concionce, | 
bealth, liberty, one’s time, one’s own, or if not 
usefully, innocently and moderately employed 
by others ; a freedum from inordinate passions 
of all kinds ; a habit of living within one’s in- 
come, and of saving something for extraordina- 


erable? What fiend has poisoned and destro 
ed the happiness.of the whole famil . 
fiend is drunkenness ! ee 


Se 


(G NOTICE-—Our Friends in this yj 
may expect preaching on Sunday, at the 
evening 


time and place—also a lecture in the 
at 6 o'clock; 


DIED, 

At Clarence on the 8th inst. Mrs. Parse, wile of. 
Mr. Thomas Gross, aged 55 years—Being the 
fourth time that the hand of affliction, bas been thus 
heavily laid upon him; we commend him to our 
ever gracious and merciful Father who hath said He 
will never leave us. nor forsake us. 











From the N. Y. Statesmin. 
TO THE DISSIPATED HUSBAND. 
Look up—O taste, taste not the bow! 
Again or dream of pleasures there, 
Which when it luils, destroys the soul, 
And deeper siuks it in despair. 


’Tis but to paint a blacker sky, 
To add to cloudy darkness, night, 
To give another agony 





ty occasions ; an ability arising from rational 
economy to defray ail necessary and expedient 
expenses ; a habit of good humor, and aptitude | 
to be pleased rather than offended ; a prepara- | 
tion for adversity ; love of one’s family ; sin- 
cerity to friepnds—benevolence to mankind— 
qnd piety to God, 


* A just reverse of fortune on the drunkard waits. 

Would you learn how like a serpent drunk- 
anness blindeth, how like an adder it stingeth 2 
then contemplate the figure, and deplorable 
eircumstances of Silenus. Behold this miser- 
able wreck of aman. He is not turned of forty, 
yet totters inhis steps like one of fourscore. 
See him weakened in his intellect, morose in 
temper, lost, to all sense either of bonor or 
shame, lost to all affection towards the wife of 
his bosom, and his invocent though beipless 
children. Mark the stupidity of his counten- 
ance, the morose aspect of his blood shot eyes, 
his palsied hand, and the Jeprous tetter that 
covers hisskin, 

Turn now’and behold his. wife. See her 
covered with a thin tattered robe, shivering o- 
ver a handful of coals ; see her pale and ema- 
ciated ; her eyes dim with tears. Helpless 
woman! who can but pity thee ? who can but 
mingle tears with thine ? | 

What has plunged this woman in the deepest | 
distress, inasmuch as that her tears are her | 
meat ? What has rendered these children mis- | 














To the fresh thoughts of crushed delight: . 


When from the world’s mad revelry, 
When from the oblivion of an hour, 
Thou wak’st the cup of misery 
Is thine, and mem’ry’s crazing power: 


Then turn again, and feel for them 

Who long have fel:, and feel for thee, 
Nor take away ‘he priceless gem, 

Thy soul’s best lighi that ased to be. 


The smile of happiness from one, 

W hose heart with: thine is so entwined, 
That what disturbs the soul alone 

Can give an anguish to her mind. 


Art thou a husband, and canst thou look 
Back op the pas! nor fec! a thing; 
Have heaven ad tondness thee forsoolx, 
That thou canst feél no sorrowing ? 


Canst thou forget the heart that turned 
To thee in all its wo or bliss; 

And which still burns, as then it burn’d 
With all its young, warm faithfulness * 


O torn again! and in those eyes, 
Perchance, where wo his sign has set, 
The light of better days will rise, 
And her last bloom may flourish yet. 


Yes, in that cheek where nature first 
In all her earliest witch’y shone, 
The resy flush again may burst, 
Aud life and bliss be all her own. 
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